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of Moors that gathered like flies at the smell of the convoy.
And every convoy was a battle. To get the munitions and
food supplies into the position was a triumph not always
achieved. When the ferocity and the number of Moors pre-
vented it, affliction for those besieged beyond hope of assist-
ance was left in their hearts, and was sharpened by regret
at their failure.
All the units of the Legion passed the test of the block-
houses. There was among the latter one called "Mezquita,"
situated on the slopes of Gurugu, and which was attacked
furiously every night. On one occasion the Moors succeeded
in destroying it. The soldiers called it "The Blockhouse of
Death." On the i6th of September a message was sent from
the redoubt declaring that the enemy were attacking cease-
lessly, and had already wounded the commanding officer
and the majority of the defenders. At that moment there
occurred a deed which, by its extraordinary character, has
since entered novels and appeared on the motion-picture
screen, and which Major Franco relates in the following
manner:
"Lieutenant Agulla, who commanded the forces of the
Legion that were being attacked in the Atalayon, wanted to
go to the rescue, but he was not allowed to do so because his
men were needed for the defence of his position. So then he
gathered his men and asked for volunteers to go with a cor-
poral to reinforce the blockhouse during the night. They all
fought amongst themselves for the privilege of going. He
chose from among them a corporal and fourteen whom he
saw to be the most determined. The corporal was Suceso
Terrero, whose name was to shine in letters of gold in the
book of the Legion. They knew that they were going to die.
Before leaving, several of the soldiers made their last re-
quests. One of them, Lorenzo Camps, had received his pay
only a few days before, and had not yet spent any of it. He